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Matt Betenson 

Associate Monument Manager 

Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument 
669 South HWY 89A, Kanab, UT 84741 
435-644-1205 435-644-1250 fax 
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Devil’s Garden, one of the many natural 
resources along the road. 



Hole-in-the-Rock Trail marker. 


The Hole in the Rock Road closely follows the route of 
the 1879 Hole in the Rock trek, an epic journey in which 
members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints 
(LDS), also known as Mormons, established a more direct 
route across the Colorado River to the southeastern corner 
of Utah to settle at Fort Bluff along the San Juan River. 

This journey is noted in the GSENM Proclamation, “The 
monument has a long and dignified human history: it is a 
place where one can see how nature shapes human endeavors 
in the American West... Early Mormon pioneers left many 
historic objects....and built and traversed the renowned 
Hole in the Rock Trail as party of their epic colonization 
efforts.” 

The project’s effect on many resources will be analyzed 
including vegetation, wildlife, soil, recreation, wilderness 
character, cultural resources and others. 



The project includes analysis of impacts to the 
ecosystem. This includes soils, wildlife, threatened 
and endangered species, vegetation and water. 




Native American rock art. 


Greater short-horned lizard. 
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• The proposed project 
will be in Garfield County 
only. 

• A total of 23 culverted 
washes are located along 
Hole-in-the-Rock Road in 
Garfield County. 

• Of the 23 culverted 
washes, 16 will be 
repaired, either vnth new 
culverts or modifications 
to existing culverts. Alvey 
Wash and Twentymile 
Wash have designs 
pending for new pipe 
culverts, pipe arch, or 
bridge structures to span 
the wash. 
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For over twenty years, Hole-in-the-Rock Road (HITRR) has Been maintained by 
continuously using heavy equipment to flatten washboarding, construct wing 
ditches, repair muddy areas, and utilize spot gravelling. The result is a deteriorated 
road condition which continues to widen and entrench, causing increased erosion on 
and around the road. This creates impassable muddy areas. 

This project is to restore and repair the HITRR as a natural surface road that will 






rorking^with Garfield Coun1 


providing infpijrb^d drain^e.^^^^4 
4 consistent width of approximately 26 feet. 
reveget^ing all reclaimed aifeas. 

^P'admg adjacent sjopj^, which piay by required to build a crown profile wlief^ 
entrenched. 

• Evalujatin|^ P^&t systems at ephemeral wash crossings for peak flow flood ^ 


improve driving safety and visitor experience, provide for better drainage, require 
less maintenance, and protect resources along the road. 
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HOLE - IN - THE - ROCK ROAD REPAIR PROJECT: MANAGEMENT ZONES 


MANAGEMENTZONES 


Front Country Zone 


Frontcountry Zone 
I Project length = 3.3 miles | 


The Frontcountry Zone is the focal point for 
visitation by providing day-use opportunities 
close to adjacent communities and to Highways 12 
and 89. This zone will accommodate the primary 
interpetation, overlooks, trails, and associated 
facilities necessary to feature Monument 
resources. 


Passage Zone l 
I Project length = 13.2 miles | 


The Passage Zone includes secondary travel 
routes which receive use as throughways and 
recreation destinations. 

Rudimentary facilities necessary to protect 
resources, educate visitors about Monument 
resources, or for public safety will be provided. 
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BEFORE 



AFTER 


• In locations where the 
road is deeply entrenched, 
adjacent slopes may need 
to be contoured and 

re vegetated. 

• Over time, vegetation will 
naturally move into the 
disturbed areas along the 
road. 



BEFORE 


AFTER 
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The proposed project would repair the natural surface road, with gravel placed in 
problem areas. This grading and drainage project would result in a crown and ditch 
road bed that will help the road shed water and return it to a consistent width. 


• Hole-in-the-Rock Road 
is currently graded 
approximately 20 times 
each summer, creating 
additional costs to 
Garfield County. Regular 
grading also causes 
degradation of the road 
base due to constant 
manipulation, which 
creates hazardous driving 
conditions for visitors. 

• Heavy equipment 
will only be staged in 
previously disturbed 
areas. 
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